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Our problems come from inside us and the solution comes from the outside in the person of Jesus Christ. We are all made in God’s image, but we have all sinned against God and because He is good, He will punish us eternally. But in His amazing kindness, God took on flesh and lived a perfect life and died as a sacrifice as a substitution for our punishment. Then He rose from the grave to show God accepted that sacrifice. We can be saved if we have by faith trusted in Christ for as our substitute for our sin.

The same pattern we have in coming to Christ is the same pattern we use to follow Christ. Churches do things differently even if they preach the same gospel. How can this be? Is this disagreement unimportant? How do we make decisions about when and where to meet? Some churches vote, in some the elders decide, in some the pastors decide. 

God has revealed the truth about Himself to us. New life comes through the Word (John 17:20). The Bible describes Christians as those who believe through the message (Acts 10:44). Peter preached and the Holy Spirit came upon the listeners. The Bible is our lifeline (2 Timothy 3:16). This sermon is an attempt at careful instruction about something not vital to our salvation, but important because God has revealed it in His Word. 

1. What shall we do? How shall we live? 

The answer is in the Bible. God made us. Look to his Word if you want to know how to live. God instructs Abraham and it affects how he lives.  The Great Commission (Matthew 28) was given to the apostles, but it is also for us today (“until the end of the age”). God’s Word has to do with life. God’s Word tells us everything we need to know about every aspect of life and how to live as a Christian, either implicitly or explicitly. 

2. What shall we believe? 

The answer is in the Bible. God has revealed the truth about Himself to us. Churches seek to do what God has told us. Our actions are based on our beliefs. Our doctrine comes from God’s Word. In I Corinthians 15, Paul gives a summary on what early Christians believe. 

3. How shall we worship? 

The answer is in the Bible. God tells us how we are to approach Him. We read the Bible, sing the Bible, pray the Bible, preach the Bible. We come together regularly to worship God. We are commanded to not forsake our assembling together. Local church worship is not about creativity and sensitivity. Human inventions are idolatrous. In Exodus 32, the Israelites meant to be worshiping the real God, but they decided how to approach Him. They were sincere in their desire but went horribly wrong.  False gods were very creative because they didn’t exist. The real God really existed, spoke, made a way for us that was a distinction between Him and the false gods. Jesus cites Isaiah 29:13 when referencing the traditions of the Pharisees. We don’t care if something is traditional; we care if it’s biblical. Look at God’s Word. Depravity makes us all unreliable guides. 

Our services begin with a scriptural call to worship. The first words we hear are from God’s Word. One way to summarize what we believe God teaches is creeds. We sing hymns because we are commanded to (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16). Praying in praise. Read God’s Word to each other. Confess our sins (1 John 1:9). Give financially. Preach (2 Timothy 4:2). 

4. How shall we live together?
 
How shall we organize ourselves as a church? Is a consistent local church structure modeled in the New Testament? The answer is in the Bible. There is a lot of freedom that comes with ignorance….a different freedom comes with instruction. Our statement of faith tells us how we believe we should live. A church is governed by Christ’s laws. Some evangelicals may not accept today that the Bible tells us how to live as a church. Why? Many say no consistent pattern in the Bible. Scripture teaches us many things implicitly. It is sufficient for knowing what God would have us to do. May not be in specifics, may be in principles. The Bible does teach clearly on polity. The Bible contains a lot of things essential to salvation and other things that are not. Polity and organization are of some importance and some are even vital. 

i. Who is the church? 

The congregation determines who its members are. In II Corinthians 2:6, we see a set group of people who were understood to be members. Careful practices of membership and discipline display the gospel and show what it means to be a Christian. The church is full of repentant sinners. It is hard to follow Christ if churches don’t have membership and members are in sin. In order to obey Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 18, churches must know their members. It is important as individuals to be a part of a church as well. 

ii. Who is finally responsible for what happens in the local church? 

The congregation. This is why we vote on every member. Paul rebukes the Galatians, says they are anathema if they accept another gospel. The Bible gives clear examples of the responsibility members have for the teaching that takes place in the church.  The congregation should normally submit to the elders. However, the allowance for disapproval is provided in God’s Word. You should throw teachers out if they preach a false gospel. 

iii. Do we have to meet together? 

Should there be a single service? Is common leadership what makes up a church? We see throughout the book of Acts the church meeting together – even thousands of them. Regular assembling together is what we are to have. These meetings are to knit our lives together. Encouragement and edification always marked Christian churches. Today many churches are moving to other things. Practice is leading principle. Many have left congregationalism for central efficiencies. The wholeness of the congregation is an important part of the congregation’s life and witness. Why we meet together in one site. 

iv. Should we have multiple leaders? 

The Bible teaches the plurality of elders by consistent pattern in the New Testament (I Corinthians 14:35). Paul assumes unity of practice in churches and discusses elders in the plural in other passages. A plurality of elders is a pattern in the New Testament. 

God has revealed himself in His Word on these matters and we should follow it. Christ alone is the head of the church. 

Can we be flexible on anything? Yes. Matters of polity on which we can be flexible include Sunday evening, Sunday school, specific task deacons, etc. 

Does lacking any of these things means a church is not a church? Not necessarily.  If church preaches the gospel, it’s a true church.  

Should we fellowship with those with whom we do not agree on these matters? If they preach the gospel, yes. We should be kind and bearing with others with whom we disagree on things other than the gospel. 

Why do some people seem to see more on polity in Scripture than others? Don’t know. Maybe some look harder, maybe some don’t care about what is essential. Don’t argue with others over these matters; inform and leave it alone. Our primary desire in studying these matters is to walk the path God has laid out for us, not to argue.

Scripture frees us from the tyranny of human opinion. God gives us a picture of the church in the Bible and we should value it. Our concern should be that the church display the glory of God. We are to show what God is about. 


