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C.S. Lewis on pride: “There is one vice of which no man in the world is free; which every one in the world loathes when he sees it in someone else; and of which hardly any people, except Christians, ever imagine that they are guilty themselves. I have heard people admit that they are bad-tempered, or that they cannot keep their heads about girls or drink, or even that they are cowards. I do not think I have ever heard anyone who was not a Christian accuse himself of this vice. And at the same time I have very seldom met anyone, who was not a Christian, who showed the slightest mercy to it in others. There is no fault which makes a man more unpopular, and no fault which we are more unconscious of in ourselves. And the more we have it ourselves, the more we dislike it in others.”

Lewis calls pride “the great sin,” but isn’t this an overstatement?  

1) Beware of subtle pride (v. 1). 
David understood that pride keeps us from approaching God; it is the great roadblock to worship. 

We must recognize that pride is bad.  Pride is the core of sin and what Christ had to deal with on the cross.  Pride ruins all relationships; you feel yourself as above others.  Pride is the anti-God state of mind.  David’s declaration is not drawing attention to his self-perceiving righteousness/humility; it is a white flag, an admission that he has come to his senses.  Unchecked pride in the human heart wants to be God.

Pride is badly misunderstood.  Our definition of pride is much too narrow.  We have a self-interest in a definition of pride that excludes ourselves.  Pride is not the megalomania of a dictator; it is the tendency of our hearts.  Pride isn’t just thinking too highly of yourself; it is making yourself the focus of all your concerns.  Not being able to trust anyone but yourself is a form of pride.  Pride is an irrational desire to be the best at everything, to know everything. 

2) Cultivate biblical humility (v. 2). 
The means of dealing with pride is not employing your superior self-discipline; it is replacing pride with something else.  We need to be convinced that what David says in verse 2 is true.  Most of us don’t long for humility as we should. 

Humility results in rest and contentment.  Pride is restless and breeds distrust.  Humility is a heart-change.  We misunderstand real humility as we misunderstand pride.  We think pride is thinking too much of yourself, and humility is thinking too little of yourself; rather, the fundamental issue is the orientation of our relationships.  Who or what are you trusting?  Humility is a change in allegiance.

3) Hope in the Lord (v. 3). 
David turns to the worshippers around him to call them to trust God.  He tells us, too, that we need to do what he had done – stop trusting in ourselves and put our hope in God.  
What does it mean to hope in the Lord?  This individual psalm is not clear, but if you read the preceding psalm, we see what the original audience would have understood – the promise of God’s redeeming love.  We hope in God to effect the reconciliation we need to be at peace with Him.  

Just because Christians have acknowledged pride doesn’t mean the war is over.  We need to indentify areas of self-trust in our own lives.  What do you fear?  What irritates you?  Why are you so ceaselessly busy?  Asking these questions and cultivating an attitude of thankfulness will help you root out pride.  

This psalm is David’s testimony, but it is not about David; it is about Christ, who trusted God perfectly.  Turning from pride means trusting in Christ and His humility.  It is all about pride and humility – our pride, and His humility.  Do you think pride is humanity’s biggest problem?  Your biggest problem? 
