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Boys have had many heroes. Mark’s was Socrates. Mark loved books but his favorite was Socrates. He sought knowledge through questions, and the Socratic Method was named after him. In this morning’s passage, Jesus was faced with a question and He in turn had a question for them. 

The approach (11:27).
Jesus enters the temple for the last time. This verse does not teach how to approach Jesus; it is a historical account. This area of the temple was for religious purposes, where Jesus cleared the previous day.  The ones approaching were a subgroup of the Sanhedrin, an official delegation. What were they coming for? Large groups were in Jerusalem for the Passover. Interest in Jesus was at a fever pitch. They had heard of Jesus’ miracles. They were curious about this group coming to seek Jesus.

The challenge in the form of a question (11:28).
As He walked with His disciples, Jesus taught through conversation. The disciples had asked many questions. But the question from this group was not merely academic. This question involved their position and maybe even His life. 

The matter at hand was Jesus’ authority. These elders rejected Jesus’ authority. No matter what Jesus answered, they were not going to listen. They wanted to make the Romans understand that Jesus was a big enough problem that had to be dealt with, but also had to convince them that they could deal with Him themselves. Rome didn’t allow others to perform capital punishment. They came to prey on Jesus. Their question is meant to be the bait. Ironically, they were asking Jesus a question in the temple they ran. 

Jesus challenges them (11:29).
Jesus’ power was being challenged. He would not be their passive puppet, but turned and questioned them. He used them to teach people the truth about these religious leaders. God often teaches us by asking questions. Parents often ask questions to get their children to understand. Questions have a wonderful open-endedness about them that elicit more information. We can’t resist a question! Much work of pastors and evangelists is asking questions to help others see things more clearly.  This question of authority is an important one for us to consider. Biblically, this church is not Mark’s or the elders or even our own. We do not own the church; it belongs to Jesus Christ. He bought it with His blood. So we need to be clear on Jesus’ authority. These men come to ask Jesus a question to exercise their authority over Him, but Jesus turns and asks them a question instead. You can come to Jesus with your agenda, but He will pursue you with His.

Jesus’ question (11:30).
John’s baptism stands for John’s whole ministry. He was very well known. His ministry had ended centuries of silence in prophesy. He was greatly loved by the people and hated by Herod who finally had him beheaded. Why did Jesus ask this question? Was it difficult? Jesus was going after more than simple ignorance; He was going after unbelief. Jesus’ own authority was from God. How did he begin His public ministry? John the Baptist baptized Him, and His credentials were then given. By this question He exposed the difference between Him and the religious leaders of the day. 

This church is not a moral club, it is a gathering of people who know they are sinners and need a Savior. Jesus came to earth and lived a perfect life, the one we should live and have not. We deserve God’s wrath forever because He is a good God. But Jesus lived this perfect life and died on the cross as a substitute to bear the sins of any who will repent and put their trust in Him. Then He was raised from the dead to prove who He was. Is Christ showing Himself to you today? Do you understand who He is? 

John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. The baptisms we celebrate today signify our need to repent, and our profession of faith that Christ will cleanse us. It stands for the blood of Jesus that covers us when we confess our sins. It doesn’t wash them away. It is a testimony to what we believe.

The leaders’ unwillingness to answer (11:31).
These leaders are not asking each other if God had communicated to them through John the Baptist. They are acknowledging that they cannot accept what John said because then they would be accused of not believing him. How could they be so callous? These leaders were what Jesus called “hirelings.” We have all rebelled against God. We use God’s good gifts to serve ourselves. We are by nature spiritually blind. We stand liable to His judgment because He is good. That is why we stand in need of a Savior and why Christ came. Non-Christian, you need to talk to people who know the gospel. Listen and take heed for your own soul’s sake. Christians, pray that God make us humble disciples. Pray we learn the truth and trust God and forsake even our dearest sins. Pray we are delivered from the hypocrisy we see here in these leaders.

The leaders’ unwillingness to denounce John (11:32).
The people recognized John’s authority more than the religious leaders did. Truth never leaves those who hear it in neutrality. People either accept truth and receive more, or reject it. Beware of deceiving yourselves. We can truly be self-deceived. The leaders are more interested in tactics than truth. Their livelihood depended on appearances. We can be more interested of what people think about us rather than what God knows. Those whom you fear have control over you. You serve them. We are made to fear God alone, to obey and revere Him only.  Religion won’t save you. These religious leaders weren’t saved one bit by their religion. Look for Jesus and understand who He is and what He has for you. Christians are not beyond the reach of self-interested expediency. We are tempted to take the easy way out. True freedom comes in obeying God alone. Don’t give your life in fearing man. It can blind you to God’s truth. Pray as a congregation we prefer truth over convenience. 

The leaders confess their ignorance (11:33).
They were lying; they did know but didn’t want to say.  They wanted to protect their own position more than God’s truth, even though they had just asked God a question. They knew what they were doing. Their unwillingness revealed truth about them. Why should Jesus reveal Himself to them when they had already rejected John the Baptist, the portion of truth they had already been given? They wanted to embarrass Him. Jesus was not in need of their credentialing process. Instead He raised a question about their ability to question. He exposed the truth about them. 

In this encounter, Jesus turns the table on the leaders and shows who is really in authority. To expose them, He doesn’t answer their question. They don’t answer in order to protect themselves. He shows the blindness of the religious leaders. 

Don’t care what others think about you. Hear the gospel. Repent and trust in Christ. The gospel is for you. Don’t remove yourself from the truth as these religious leaders did. Religious leaders aren’t always right. We should all study God’s Word ourselves and believe it even if it’s inconvenient to us. Jesus truly is Lord; may we all recognize it. 

