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In the name of religion, some preach that following their teaching will lead to riches and health.  Even in the name of Christianity, some claim that if you only have enough faith, you can just name and claim what is yours.  The preachers cite the sayings of Jesus like what we see in this passage – “whatever you ask believing, it will be yours.”  This false teaching has been one of the main American religious exports for the last 20 years.  The focus of this message is not a refutation of those who teach falsely on this passage, but to focus on our challenge here, today.   What does this passage say to us when we pray for things that we believe will bring glory to God – like salvation for loved ones?  What did Jesus mean here?

This text should be a wonderful encouragement for us to get on with praying.  It is also a good example of how we need to treat a text in its immediate context, and in the Bible as a whole. 

1. Who is Jesus?  (v. 20-21) 

Recall the setting – Jesus’ exciting entry into Jerusalem on Sunday, and His Monday cursing of the fig tree.  Now, on Tuesday, Peter expresses surprise that the fig tree Jesus had cursed had withered.  Peter had seen the dead raised, the sick healed – yet seems surprised at this fig tree’s demise.  His surprise may surprise us – but real miracles just keep on surprising.  Jesus had a purpose in cursing the tree – a vivid illustration of what would happen at the temple. Jesus’ purpose was always the same as His heavenly Father’s purpose.  He uses Peter’s surprise as a springboard to His teaching.  

Friend, if you are not a Christian and you wish to learn about Christianity, go to the core:  did Jesus live?  The evidence says He did.  Did He die and rise from the dead?  Yes, we believe He did.  We meet on Sunday morning – the first day of the week.  This is evidence of the fact of the resurrection.  Why did Jews of that day suddenly change from meeting on the seventh day of the week to the first?  Because of the earth-shattering event of the resurrection.  Our meeting today is an echo of that event in space and time.  We believe Jesus is the Son of God – He lived a perfect life and therefore deserved no punishment.  He hung on a tree to bear God’s good and right judgment for all our sins.  We believe that Jesus rose from the dead, showing that God accepted the sacrifice – and that He still calls all to repent from their sins, and rest in Him for their salvation.

Christian friend, what is God’s purpose for you in this place, this job, this office, this home?  Are you surrendering to discontent?   Consider a study in God’s promises.  God will fulfill His promises.  What if you think you know God’s will, but do not like it?  If this describes you, see that as pride and arrogance on your part – thinking that you could run God’s world better.  God is to be trusted.  Pray that our congregation would be marked by following Jesus’ example by giving ourselves to know God’s will.  Pray that God will raise up more preachers and teachers of His Word – and that we would believe and respond in trust.  

2. Who is Jesus talking to? (v. 22-24)

God’s people.  Perhaps Peter’s surprise led to Jesus’ words.  “Peter, don’t you realize who you’re dealing with here?”  It is crucial that we have confidence in God’s complete goodness, His unerring wisdom, and His unlimited power.  How else can we understand His words here?  I John 5 – “If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.”  “Not doubting in heart.”  Jesus was teaching His disciples to trust in God and His purposes.  God’s power can never be used for anything but His purposes.  

We have to be those who trust God and His purposes in order to trust Him in His power.  We are, in fact, identified as God’s people as we trust God’s promises.  His promises are only to those who believe in Christ.  Jesus never suggested that He was handing over a blank check on God’s infinite power for whatever they want.  Promises are only for those who know God’s will and accept His promises.  You can understand God and His purposes even today.  Will you trust in Him and His will?  

If you’re a Christian, consider carefully that you need to understand something of God’s purposes and even His revealed will if you are to trust Him as you should.  How to know?  Of course, it’s not in our ability to require God to open up all His thoughts to us – unless He tells us.  He doesn’t answer every question, but He reveals His will in His word.  He reveals what we need to know.  Have you considered God’s revealed will and how it speaks to our family, our work, our hobbies?  God tells us all we need to know in His Word.  Your mountain of troubles is well within God’s power.  Haven’t you already seen this in your own life?  Look at your past – even the last few days, weeks, and months.  You have prayed, and God has answered your prayers.  Thankfulness leads to faithfulness.  Being thankful – taking note of what God has done – will build your faith.  Rehearse in your mind some of the amazing answers to prayer you have seen.  Have you thanked Him?  We could go on and on – we are rich in the faithfulnesses of God to us – rich in the way He has answered our prayers.

3. What are our prayers?  (v. 22-24) 

They are expressions of faith.  Prayer is more than just asking; it is communicating with God.  It is praising God for Himself – it is confessing our sins – it is thanking Him – “ACTS” – Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication. Christians desire above all else to know that God has reconciled Himself to us in Christ.  As long as this is God’s universe, the most important thing is to know how He feels about us.  A just God, forgiving us, is infinitely more amazing than a mountain moving.  

Mark 2:5 – Jesus forgives a man of his sins.  This is huge – bigger than physical healing.  Healing a man is like moving mountains – it is in the physical realm.  Jesus asks which is easier, healing or forgiving sins?  Jesus demonstrated His authority to forgive sins by healing – but forgiving was the larger miracle.  

Moving mountains was a common image for “impossible” things.  These things can and will be done by God.  This was hyperbole – Jesus did not move a mountain.  It was spoken to illustrate His power – not to teach His disciples how to be magicians.  He was instructing them as to how to bring God glory, how even the boldest of prayers is an act of humility.  It illustrates His power and glory.  

What mountains would you have God remove?  Submit them all to God’s glory – and trust Him.  God says that His power is demonstrated in our weakness.  We mislead people if we tell them that “whatever we ask” God will grant.  Pray that God will cause us to delight more and more in the cross than anything else we may desire.  We pray in Jesus’ name to reflect that as far as we understand we are praying in the revealed will of God.   Can you submit all the prayers you pray to Jesus’ name in that sense?  This is hard.  Jesus prayed in this way.  Consider Mark 14:36 – Jesus in Gethsemane:  “Everything is possible for you – take this cup from me.  Yet, not what I will – but you will.”  When you pray with God’s glory as your chief goal – you can pray with incredible power and boldness.  God’s people praying for His purposes – are a powerful thing.  

4. What does faith look like? (v. 25-26) 

In verse 25, we find that faith shows itself by forgiveness.  Christians know ourselves to be forgiven by God; therefore, we forgive others.  Because God forgives us, we are able to forgive others.  Absent that, we bring into question whether we have been forgiven by God.  Considering how I have sinned against God – and how He has forgiven me, there is nothing you can do against me – where I should not forgive you.   Forgiving others is evidence that God has forgiven you.  There should be a pattern of not holding a grudge – but forgiving others.  

Verse 25 – anything against anyone: pretty comprehensive.  Is this clear?  If you self-consciously continue to hold a grudge against someone else, you have no right to expect the Father to forgive you for your sins against Him.  Successful prayer requires faith and forgiveness.  

God’s people share God’s purposes and have God’s power.  I still have a lot of unanswered questions about prayer.  I still remember hospital visits where friends have died outside of Christ.  In what sense were those prayers answered?  Five observations on prayer:

1.  Don’t take “not yets” as “nevers.”  
2.  As you grow in your knowledge of God’s purposes, grow in boldness of your prayers.  
3.  Our good God doesn’t answer all our prayers in the way we ask them, and thank God He doesn’t!  
4.  The day is coming when our prayers will all be answered – clearly and openly. (Isaiah 65:24)  When we see Him we shall be like Him, and all our desires will be met in Him.
5.  Our most important prayer has already been answered – our salvation.  Jesus was cursed for us.  If you are a believer in Jesus, you are justified by His grace.  Faith in Christ removes the mountain: the mountain of our transgressions against him.

Praise God for what He has done.  





