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Our society dislikes being motivated by fear. We resent it; fear seems like an unreliable guide. Phobias are what we call unreasonable fears. Phobias are to be dismissed because they are irrational. Phobias are beneath being taken seriously. Fears can be powerful, and fear is useful to us. Fear sells. People use it to manipulate us. Politicians use fear to get elected but then decry it when in power. Fear works. 

What if there really is something to fear? What if our actions have consequences and they are not all good? What if there is a relationship between what we do and what we get? Is fear an appropriate motivator in spiritual matters? What do you fear this morning? What does Jesus say we should fear? He said there is something we should fear, and it’s not death – but what happens after death. 

When Jesus speaks here, He is popular in the world’s eyes. Miracles point to His identity and mission, but His disciples don’t understand. Mark 8:29 represents the turning point when Peter says Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus tells them He’ll be rejected by the leaders, crucified, then raised. Jesus is transfigured to strengthen the disciples; He appears in His glory, but the disciples are still unable to exercise His power. Then, the disciples begin arguing about who is the greatest among them. Jesus teaches them to accept all those who follow Him.

Jesus teaches that, in view of eternity, we should be careful how we live and how we live with each other.

1. Live in view of eternity.

Jesus says there two ways to live, two paths that lead to two different places: the kingdom of God or hell (v. 43, 45, 47).  Life here is not mere earthly existence.  Jesus is using parallelism, where you look at two phrases together and view the same thing being said in two different ways. He’s leading His disciples to Jerusalem and teaching them how hard it will be to enter the kingdom of God.

This kingdom is not yet present. It is easy to enter if you have childlike trust in Jesus, but hard if you are attached to your riches in this world. Jesus teaches the disciples at the Last Supper that His kingdom is in the future. His kingdom exists now in that God is the King. We recognize this rule and reign, but the Bible teaches us we don’t do this on our own; it is revealed through God’s Spirit. Believing in Christ is the way to eternal life. There is no way for sinful people to enter this kingdom other than trusting in Christ as Savior. We are all made in the image of God and have sinned against Him; we have earned His wrath. The only way to know Him is to be forgiven for our sins, which happens only through the punishment of Christ on the cross. Because God is just, He will have sins punished. Christ suffered for the sins of many. If you trust in Christ you will be one of the many. God raised Him from the dead to show everything He said is true, that He really is the Savior.

This is not what Christ is emphasizing here; rather, He emphasizes the reality of hell. It is not the fun place of droll jokes; it is a place we naturally go to for yielding to temptations and not to God. The millstone in verse 42 is large, used to yoke animals. The certainty of doom is terrifying. In verses 43, 45, and 47, Jesus warns directly of hell. Gehenna was a trash dump, smoldering perpetually, and became a metaphor for the coming judgment. Verses 43 and 48 mention it as unquenchable fire. Jesus quotes the end of Isaiah 66 on the final judgment of God’s enemies to show the unending nature of hell. Verse 48 is not refining fire but punishing fire. Verse 49 may be saying all deserve punishment or that all will receive trials; both are true.

Non-Christian, how do you understand a message like this if you don’t have a concept of sin? Sin is doing what we desire rather than what God wants. It’s opposing God, ignoring Him.

Do you feel confident you will be able to answer to God for your sins? Maybe you think He will overlook sins. Maybe you think all religions lead to God.  And they do in one sense, in that God will judge all. But only Christianity presents a Savior from our sins. Do you fear death this morning? Looking at this passage, it is clear you should fear something more than death. God’s judgment results in the horror of hell. There is no annihilation taught in the Bible. God never ceases to be good and just. 

You can either live in fellowship with God or against Him. If this is true, Jesus is who He said He is. Do you see how more important this is than your career, than what goes on in your home? Your injustices will be fully answered by God. If this is true, why do we not tell people about Jesus? Do you accept Jesus’ teaching on hell or does it seem obnoxious to you? If we understand sin, we will understand God’s judgment of it. Our questions would subside if we understood God’s patience for us.  Our alarm for other sinners would increase and our praise for the Savior would grow. View eternity clearly. If this is the truth, you gain nothing by closing your eyes to it.

2. Be careful how you live.

Jesus joined this teaching on hell directly to what we should do. Jesus employs hyperbole in 9:42 – 48 to show the foolishness and seriousness of sin. Jesus is giving radical precautions here. Precautions are measures you take ahead of time to avoid temptation. Jesus is teaching us to avoid even the opportunity to sin. Jesus warns His disciples to tremble before God’s Word and let go of anything that could lead them to sin. Sin is not worth holding onto at the expense of losing God. No pleasure in this life is worth putting yourself in opposition to God. Realize the costliness of what you do. Christianity is not about fulfilling our own wants and desires. Following Jesus always involves sacrifice. Even those good things God gives us can be used for wrong ends. All must be used to the end of following Christ. 

Jesus warns against those who cause another to sin in verse 42. You want to be a blessing to other Christians, not do things that would make it difficult for them to follow Christ. Jesus calls us to believe in Him personally. Christianity is not a code of ethics. Disciples should be careful to be a blessing to all those following Christ. Paul reflects Christ’s teaching to care for others. It is a terrible fate to lead others into sin. People are far more important than we’ve thought. 

Sin comes from our hearts; of course Jesus’ words here are hyperbole. Amputation will not save us from our sins! Jesus is not teaching actual physical maiming. We sin from our hearts not our hands, feet, or eyes. He is clearly teaching here that your worst enemy is our own sin and you need to forsake it. 

We are called to follow Jesus even through the rejections He knew. Don’t value your hands and feet more than your souls. He is driving home the importance of the matter. We are in a life or death struggle with sin and there can be no compromise or truce. Jesus warns us because sin is deceptive; sin wants you to not be very concerned about it. Nothing in this life should prevent us from entering into the kingdom of God. Be careful not to join your heart with anything God says is wrong. There is no way for us and sin to thrive together! 

3. Be careful of how we live together.

If things in the Bible are not clear to you, start with what is clear and work your way to that which is not clear. Here, the point is clearly that the disciples would be at peace with each other. Holiness and humility will always lead to peace. Do we have that kind of wise humility among us in the way we relate to each other? The humility that Christ showed in His life should mark us as well. Do you work to be at peace with those in your office? Part of your witness to non-Christians is how you live with other Christians. Grow in grace and peace, make yourself a student of God’s Word. Conflict is an opportunity to exercise charity. As a church we should thank God for the peace we have among us. Avoid anything that would jeopardize that peace. Show each other love and forbearance in things that we do not agree on. Do you study to be at peace with others? If not, you are directly disobeying Jesus. He commands us to be at peace with each other. Study to give no offense and to take none.

Have you considered how great our salvation in Christ is? Jesus gives us instruction on how we can avoid sin, yet we have chosen again and again to sin. Don’t read these verses to think you could ever earn heaven. We’ve all earned hell. If we come to heaven it will be by God’s grace, His gift in Christ. Jesus was going to Jerusalem here to die for us, to satisfy God’s wrath. The only person who never needed to suffer did it for us who would put our trust in Him. Christ will not be sweet to us unless sin becomes bitter. As we consider what God has saved us from, it makes Christ sweet to us. 
